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This issue of the Newsletter is coming to you electronically through the SOWF Listserv to save production time, paper, and mailing costs. If you know any SOWF members who are not receiving the listserv, please send their names and contact information to Brock Jobe at bjobe@winterthur.org. Thank you!
A Report from the President

Tom Ryan, Ph.D.

President, SOWF

Over the years, the mission of the Society of Winterthur Fellows has settled on two primary tasks. First, we provide ongoing support to current students through a variety of services, including stipends for research or professional development, career symposia, and tool kits.  In the process, this effort fosters closer ties between students and graduates. Second, as an alumni organization, SOWF seeks to unite all our members and, through our internet listserv, keep them informed of job openings, conferences, awards, and projects relevant to our fields. Special thanks are due to Bobbye Tigerman for her continued good work on the listserv. In addition, kudos to Rachel Delphia and Nicole Belolan for helping bring a new SOWF website on-line. Do check it out at www.sowf.org and give us your feedback. Other relevant websites are also in the midst of change. Winterthur recently introduced its new look at www.winterthur.org, and the Art Conservation Program revamped its site at www.artcons.udel.edu. An upgraded version of the site for the Winterthur Program in American Material Culture will go “live” later in the fall at www.udel.edu/winterthurprogram.       

As we look to the future, we can take pride in the solid reputation of our programs in art conservation and material culture. Jae Guttierrez and Ritchie Garrison highlight the accomplishments of both in their reports in this issue. And further accolades are ahead. Plans are underway to mount a special exhibition at Winterthur that will celebrate the national (and indeed international) impact of these two programs. Opening in May 2012, the show will continue through the end of the year. We hope that every graduate will return to Winterthur to see it. And as an incentive, we have begun to organize a reunion and symposium for all graduates and current students, to be held in September of 2012. Many of you may well remember the last such event, almost a decade ago. That reunion attracted hundreds of participants for two delightful days of stimulating lectures and wonderful fellowship. We anticipate the same in 2012. Do let us know if you would like to help in the planning. Thanks so much for your continued support.
Join us on November 5 for the SOWF Annual Meeting at the Chase Center on the Riverfront, site of the Delaware Antiques Show. We will gather for a reception from 5-6 pm followed by the annual meeting from 6-7 pm. For directions, see www.winterthur.org/?p=660
Division Director’s Report

Gregory J. LandrEy

Library, Collections Management and Academic Programs

Over the past academic year, we have experienced a number of successes in our division. Highlights include the inaugural issue of the Library Newsletter (sent to SOWF members through the listserv), stimulating articles in Winterthur Portfolio, and visiting scholars in residence at Winterthur as part of our research fellowship program. For all of us on-line researchers, you will be pleased to know that the librarians and conservators have arranged to have a selection of our trade catalogs digitized and placed on the Internet Archive at http://www.archive.org/details/winterthurlibrary.

There are about 326 catalogs now on-line with more appearing each week. The goal is to scan 125,000 pages (approximately 1,250 catalogs) by January, 2011.
Our Academic Affairs Committee has experienced several recent changes. Our past chair, Rod Ward, has become chair of Winterthur’s Board of Trustees. Rod has a keen interest in the academic activity at Winterthur and has served us well. The staff and faculty owe him our gratitude, and we all wish Rod well in his new leadership role with the Board. Rod’s successor as chair of the Academic Affairs Committee is Lynn Springer Roberts. Lynn’s experience with Winterthur goes back to the early 1970s when she participated in programs here and conducted research in our library.  She has served in curatorial roles at both the Saint Louis Art Museum and the Art Institute of Chicago.  We very much look forward to Lynn’s energy, insight, and leadership on the Academic Affairs Committee.  

Winterthur, like many similar organizations at this time, operates with reduced resources. Yet, the commitment of Winterthur and the University of Delaware to the programs in art conservation and material culture remains strong. We are indebted to you for your support and encourage you to continue to join all of us in promoting and strengthening our academic programs. 

News of the Winterthur Program in American Material Culture

J. RITCHIE GARRISON

Director, WPAMC
On May 28, we held the thesis presentations of the graduating class of 2010. It was another outstanding year, full of hard work, exciting field trips, painstaking research, and learning. The thesis presentations were uniformly excellent, and Greg Landrey delivered an inspiring Curtis Lecture to close the afternoon’s celebrations (see page 6). I am happy to report that Jim Curtis was there with his wife Susan. It is always a pleasure to see him and to remember the many years of service to the Program and its graduates. We have much to be proud of and much to think about as we anticipate the 60th (!) anniversary of the Program in 2012.

It was a year of growth and consolidation, of going back to the past and of thinking about the future. We continued to see the benefits of taking the fellows to London. This year's trip was led by Brock Jobe, Linda Eaton, and Ann Wagner. As one of the assignments for the trip, the first-year fellows kept blogs. Each day one of them sent me a summary of the day’s events and his or her reaction to these experiences. All of the students also took high quality digital photographs. Upon their return, Hannah Freece and Erin Kuykendall organized an edited version of the blogs using software in the student lounge at the Museum and produced a pamphlet that we could give to the donors who made the trip possible. They did such a splendid job that they attracted the attention of the University’s development office. Brock subsequently sent copies to all of the Program’s hosts in London. Later this year, we will put it on-line so that you can see where the students went and what they did. 

In recognition of this initiative and the benefits of the London trip to graduate students from other University departments who have been able to join us, the Graduate Office awarded the Program $12,000 to permit us to continue to take University graduate students abroad with the Culture fellows. This continued collaboration with the University is important for both institutions as we seek additional ways to make each other better and to leverage the resources of the other. At the same time, a group of generous donors has raised our endowment for field-based learning to well over $400,000. To everyone who has made this possible we send our heartfelt thanks. 

While the London trip has attracted a great deal of positive attention, we constantly seek new ways to improve. Support from the Society of Winterthur Fellows has allowed us to purchase study kits for the students, based in large measure on those assembled for the WUDPAC fellows. Used in conjunction with the Culture Program’s connoisseurship courses, the kits include small UV lights, optivisors, soft tape measures, and other equipment. 
In early April, Brock conducted an optional field trip that brought many of the first- and second- year fellows to Pittsburgh; they visited a number of alumni including Jason Busch and Rachel Delphia at the Carnegie Museum of Art and Emily Cline at the Heinz History Center. In June, Rosemary Krill led the students on the trip south to Charleston, Charlottesville, and Winston-Salem. At the end of August, Brock organized yet another successful and enriching field trip to New England.

One of the most significant recent changes to the Program is a return to the past in which the curators taught the connoisseurship blocks. Beginning in the spring 2010 semester, curators Linda Eaton, Ann Wagner, Wendy Cooper, and Leslie Grigsby, assisted by others within Winterthur, assumed responsibility for teaching the blocks.  Another welcome sign of change is that Felice Jo Lamden, Amy Marks Delaney, and Brock Jobe have teamed up to offer a course on exhibition development. This popular course serves both Culture Program fellows as well as students in the University’s Museum Studies Program.

As part of an ongoing effort to foster collaboration within the material culture community at the University and Museum, Wendy Bellion of the Department of Art History, Ed Larkin of the Department of English, and I met to organize an informal material culture reading group. We plan to meet twice a semester to discuss a material culture book. This fall we will be talking about Bruno Latour’s Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor Network Theory, and John Law’s, After Method: Mess in Social Science Research. Read along if you wish.

Finally, we moved forward on revision of the Program’s website, which, as Tom mentioned, will be live this fall! The new pages will orient prospective students to our Program, highlight what our current students are up to, and showcase an initial selection of some of our amazing alumni and what they are doing—and how the Program helped them get where they are today. We want to add other biographies to the site. If Brock, Rosemary, or I contact you about appearing on the website, we hope that you will say yes!

I am on sabbatical this fall working on a book project. Jim Curtis is coming back to teach the introductory course in material culture to the first-year fellows and Wendy Bellion and Sandy Manno will handle the administrative duties while I am away. I am grateful that the new students will be in such capable hands.

News of the Winterthur/University of Delaware Program in Art Conservation

JAE GUTIERREZ

Associate Director, WUDPAC
Greetings from Winterthur! The spring of 2010 was busy, productive, and rewarding for all of us.  The Department of Art Conservation launched a new website (www.artcons.udel.edu) that includes current news and events about department activities as well as Facebook and Twitter pages.   We will continue to develop this dynamic new website and welcome your feedback. In the coming academic year we will begin to post more curriculum information such as course syllabi, student projects, and abstracts for WUDPAC technical studies.

The class of 2011 presented ten excellent technical studies at the conclusion of the spring semester. The topics were wide-ranging and included technical analysis of paintings by Chaim Soutine at the Barnes Foundation, a 17th-century Baroque ceiling painting (a gift to us from the Fogg), the Turkish ceiling in Doris Duke’s Shangri-La, techniques and forgeries of Spanish Colonial paintings, characterization of collodion wet-plate negatives, hand-painted tintype portraits from the National Museum of American History, Maya ceramics from the University Museums, Shaker watercolors, and three objects from the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology: an Indian stringed musical instrument, Etruscan bronze vessel, and bitumen model boat from Ur. 
This summer two WUDPAC students and two undergraduates were part of a team working with Susan Buck on the investigation of a 12th-century Chinese temple northeast of Beijing. Other summer projects were in Denver at the Western Center for the Conservation of Fine Arts, the Walters Art Museum, Paul Messier, LLC, The Nasher Sculpture Center, the Fortorestauratie Atelier C.C. von Waldthausen in Amsterdam, English Heritage, Stichting Restauratie Atelier Limburg in Maastricht, the National Portrait Gallery, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Shangri–La, the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, and the Smithsonian American Art Museum’s Lunder Conservation Center.

This fall the class of 2011 will embark on their third-year internships. Lauren Bradley has received the first ever Friends of the Mauritshuis award to work for six months with Petria Noble at The Hague. Other third-year internships will be at 
the Walters Art Museum, the Getty Conservation Institute, the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology, the Library of Congress, the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, The Better Image, and the Worcester Art Museum.

In May Bruno Pouliot was awarded the Sheldon and Caroline Keck Award in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the education and training of conservation professionals. Bruno has taught in WUDPAC for 13 years and we are very proud of this deserved recognition. He was presented the award at the American Institute for Conservation’s (AIC) Annual Meeting in Milwaukee, WI by AIC president (and WUDPAC alum) Meg Craft. 

At the end of May, Richard Wolbers presented an innovative chapter from his in-progress dissertation on cleaning acrylic paint films at the recent landmark conference in Valencia. 

Also in May, the Department of Art Conservation’s Preservation Studies Program awarded its first doctorate diploma to Christina Cole. Chris’s thesis, The Contextual Analysis of Early Eastern Woodlands Quillwork, identified dyes used to color mid 19th-century quillwork by Native Americans; her committee congratulated her especially on an innovative way to work with extraordinarily small samples. 

In the spring semester of 2010, we were very pleased to host an energetic and dynamic Junior Faculty Development Program intern, Sagita Sunara, from Croatia. Sagita teaches the conservation of paintings and polychromed sculpture at the University of Split and will be instituting many new initiatives there, including a clinic and a new doctoral program. 
This September, Dr. Chris Cole will begin a two-year position as the Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in Conservation Education in WUDPAC. This fellowship is part of an exciting new initiative to mentor future conservation educators. The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation is supporting two conservation education fellowships, one in WUDPAC and one in the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University. In 2012 the two Mellon fellows will organize a session on conservation education in conjunction with that year’s Association of North American Graduate Programs in Conservation (ANAGPIC) conference.

At this year’s ANAGPIC conference three students in the class of 2011 represented WUDPAC at the podium. Kirsten Travers and LeAnn Barnes Gordon presented “From Riches to Rags and Back to Riches: the Treatment and Technical Analysis of the Turkish Room Ceiling,” summarizing both their 2009 summer work project treatment and Kirsten’s technical study of a Turkish ceiling at Shangri-La in Honolulu, HI.  Lauren Bradley presented “Eccentric Anecdotes and Sculpted Surfaces: A Technical Study of Soutine’s Painting Materials and Techniques,” summarizing her technical study of two Soutine paintings from the Barnes Foundation as well as the examination of one of Soutine’s last palettes in the Museum of Modern Art’s collection. We are looking forward to hosting the spring 2011 ANAGPIC conference at Winterthur!

WUDPAC Class of 2010

Final Oral Presentations

August 24, 2010

Marie Stewart - Objects, National Gallery of Art

Beth Rydzewski - Objects, Museum of New Mexico

Jessica Arista - Objects, The Walters Art Museum

Laura Kubick - Objects, Smithsonian American Art Museum - Lunder Center

Lauren Fair - Objects, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Gretchen Guidess - Textiles, Victoria & Albert Museum and Canadian Conservation Institute

Angela Duckwall - Textiles, National Museum of the American Indian and The Textile Museum

Sharra Grow - Paintings, Museum of Modern Art

Sarah Kleiner - Paintings, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Congratulations to our newest members of SOWF!
WPAMC Class of 2010
ANNUAL REPORTS ON THESIS RESEARCH

May 28, 2010 
Cheryl-Lynn May, The Portrait Miniature, Mary’s Way:  Contextualizing Mary Way’s Dressed Portrait Miniatures







Rebecca Bertrand, Myth and Memory:  The Legacy of the John Hancock House
Matthew Burroughs Keagle, The Life and Death of the American Grenadier:  Grenadier Caps and National Identity in the Revolutionary Era



Brenda Hornsby Heindl, Pottery and Piety:  A Reassessment of the Potters and Pottery of Moravian Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 1743-1768
Heather N. Hansen, Color Shift:  An Examination of the Early Nineteenth Century Quercitron Dye Industry
Maria Vacillovna Shevzov, ‘Art Expression Built Upon The Crafts’:  Rabun Studios and The Marketing of an Ideal, 1936-1958
 

Sarah Ballou Parks, Britain, Brazil, and the Trade in Printed Cottons, 1827-1841
Kathryn S. LaPrad, Thinking Locally, Acquiring Globally:  The Loockerman Family of Delaware, 1630-1790



A Note on the

James C. Curtis Lecture
Erin Kuykendall

Class Representative, WPAMC ‘11

Winterthur’s own Gregory J. Landrey, Division Director, Library, Collections Management, and Academic Programs, delivered the annual James C. Curtis lecture, sponsored by the Society of Winterthur Fellows, to the 2010 graduating WPAMC class at the conclusion of thesis presentations on Friday, May 28. He thanked the fellows for the opportunity to speak, and acknowledged the significant impact of James C. Curtis on the growth of the program during Curtis’ twenty years as director.

Landrey began his remarks with fond reminiscences of teaching the fellows about wood identification and furniture construction, Landrey’s own specialty. His passion for the subject, and indeed an equally inspired appreciation for material culture, grounded his reflections on the meaning and importance of objects in our shared human experience.

Landrey acknowledged the relationship between objects and history, referencing the BBC’s recent program on the world’s 100 most important objects of all time. While many objects can be appreciated for their intrinsic beauty, Landrey challenged the audience to remember the implications of David Pye’s principles of workmanship of risk and certainty when studying more humble objects, such as a hand-made wrench belonging to Thomas Skelly, a 19th-century New England mechanic. The meaning of objects also changes, as vividly illustrated by Landrey’s own family photograph taken at a park with the World Trade Center visible in the background. Finally, Landrey commented on the importance of material culture to the development of both emerging museums, such as the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History, and long-established cultural institutions, such as the Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury, Connecticut.

As stewards and students of material culture, Landrey encouraged the graduates to celebrate the beauty of the material world, and to always communicate and mediate the diverse stories told by objects for the common good.
WPAMC – Class of 2011
Montgomery Connoisseurship 

Presentations

Congratulations to Erin Kuykendall (WPAMC ‘11) winner of the Montgomery Connoisseurship Competition, which took place on September 7, 2010. Though the competition was very tough, Erin’s presentation on the Star Egg Carrier and Tray won the prize.
Editor’s Whatnot

BROCK JOBE
Professor of American Decorative Arts

ROSEMARY KRILL

Senior Lecturer, Academic Programs Department
Meg Loew Craft (WUDPAC ‘77) has been elected president of the AIC (American Institute for Conservation, http://www.conservation-us.org/), the professional organization for American conservation. She is also serving as an advocate for conservation and conservators on the board of the United States Committee of the Blue Shield (http://www.uscbs.org/), a non-profit organization, promoting preservation of cultural property during war and conflict here and abroad, through the guidance of The Hague Convention and Protocols. 
Brenda Hornsby Heindl (WPAMC ‘10) received one of the two annual grants given by the American Ceramics Circle in 2010.  The funds will enable her to complete a study of American pottery kilns and their relationship to the production of stoneware between 1700 and 1850.
Jo-Fan Huang (WUDPAC ‘05) moved with her husband to Abu Dhabi to work in a paper conservation lab at the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage. 
Katherine Hunt (WPAMC ‘03) moved to San Diego last August, as her husband Gregory accepted a job working for a federal judge. She is now transitioning into the role of Program Coordinator for the Balboa Park Learning Institute. She says of the organization, “the Balboa Park Cultural Partnership is a collaborative of 24 arts, science and cultural organizations in San Diego’s historic, urban Balboa Park…In 2003 the Partnership was formed to address collaborative issues and needs, starting with advocacy. As the institutions are nonprofit leaseholders in a City Park, you can imagine that the organizations need a lot of face time with City Council and Parks & Recreation. Since then, the programs have expanded to include collective business operations, an environmental sustainability initiative, planning for the Park’s 2015 centennial celebrations, and, the Balboa Park Learning Institute, a professional development program for staff, trustees and volunteers in the Park.”
Nancy Packer (WPAMC ‘86) became Chief Curator at North Carolina’s Tryon Palace in January 2010.

Scott Wands (WPAMC ‘03), Suzie Wilkening (WPAMC ‘98), and Erica Donnis (WPAMC ‘98)  have co-authored an article for American Association for State and Local History’s History News. Their article, “Do Guided Tours and Technology Drive Visitors Away?,” examines the possible roles and consequences of technology in museums today. 

Katie Wood (WPAMC ‘07) has been awarded the Patricia and Phillip Frost Predoctoral Fellowship at the Smithsonian American Art Museum for the 2010-2011 academic year.
Recent WPAMC ‘10 graduates have found great successes already! Not yet ready to give up a life of scholarship, Matthew Keagle has continued to Bard to work on his Ph D. Heather Hansen was awarded the coveted Curatorial Internship at Winterthur. Cheryl-Lynn May has moved to Delaware, OH to work as a cataloger and assistant manager with the Eclectic Auctions at Garth’s Auctions. Kate LaPrad has a new position as a grant writer at Plimoth Plantation. Brenda Hornsby Heindl has a job with the Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University to serve on their exhibitions team for nine months. Maria Shevzov is the new Assistant Curator of Decorative Arts at North Carolina Museum of History. Rebecca Bertrand spent the summer working as the Collections Intern at the Newport Restoration Foundation. Sarah Parks moved north to accept the position of Decorative Arts Trust/Nantucket Historical Association Curatorial Fellow. 
In Memoriam
Martin Eli Weil (WPAMC ‘67)
Milo Merle Naeve (WPAMC ‘55)

We thank Alessandra Wood, Academic Programs Graduate Assistant and Ph. D. candidate in American Civilization at the University of Delaware, for her help in producing this newsletter. 

THE SOCIETY OF WINTERTHUR FELLOWS

Dues Return Form
Dues: $40/year in Class prior to 2006
 $20/year in Class of 2006 thereafter

Enclosed is my check for _____________ payable to The Society of Winterthur Fellows to cover my membership in the Society for 2010.

Name: _________________________________________________

                                                    Please print
Address (home):  _________________________________________
                          __________________________________________

Address (work):  _________________________________________

                          _________________________________________

Preferred Phone:  ________________________________________

Preferred E-mail:  ________________________________________

Mail to: 
Academic Programs Office 

Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library

Rt 52

Winterthur DE 19735

We are pleased to announce the re-launch of www.sowf.org, now with a new and improved interface. Connect with fellow alums, read about recent SOWF grant recipients and their exciting projects, and pay your dues electronically. You’ll also find an event calendar, social media links, and links to recent newsletters and the listserv. If you have any questions or encounter technical issues, please send a message to info@sowf.org or to the web manager Bobbye Tigerman at tigerman@post.harvard.edu.
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